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Bealey Spur on a perfect day.

The  CHRISTCHURCH  TRAMPING  CLUB
has members of all ages, and runs tramping
trips  every  weekend,  ranging  from  easy
(minimal experience required) to hard (high
fitness  and  experience  required).  We  also
organise  instructional  courses  and  hold
weekly social meetings. We have a club hut
in Arthurs Pass and have gear available for
hire to members. Membership rates per year
are $45 member, $65 couple, $20 junior or
associate, plus $15 for members who opt to
obtain a paper newsletter. 

For more about how the club operates, see
the last two pages. 

Calendar of trips and Social Events
Trips: Unless otherwise stated, club trips depart either from 'Z' Carlton Corner Service
Station (formerly Shell) at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land and opposite Derby Street)
or from 'Z' Russley (formerly Caltex) on the corner of Russley Road and Yaldhurst Rd.  If
the departure point is not specified in the trip schedule, you may assume it's 'Z' Carlton.
Day trips usually depart at 8 am on Saturday or Sunday. Weekend trips may leave on
either Friday evening or Saturday morning. 

New or prospective members intending to go on any trip must sign up at club night or
contact the trip leader in advance.

Social: We meet on Wednesdays 7:30 pm at the CMLC (Canterbury Mineral & Lapidary
Club) building at 110 Waltham Road, Waltham. This new building, beside and on the south
side  of  Waltham  School,  is  about  100m  south  of  the  Brougham  St/Waltham  Rd
intersection. Waltham Road is the southern extension of Barbadoes Street. A variety of
social functions are organised, the atmosphere is informal, and tea and biscuits served.  If
you can give a presentation or have ideas, please phone John West 0212302536 or email
john_a_west@outlook.com. Please note  that  formalities  start  at  7:50  pm sharp,  and if
there is a guest speaker, he/she will start at 8 pm sharp.
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Our Club Hut: In the Arthur’s Pass township, with all the comforts of home including real
showers and inside flushing loos (BYO toilet paper!), but with the mountains at the back
door. A great place for a few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase. Please
book and pay before leaving town; the club bank account number is 38-9017-0279838-00
(Kiwibank/Christchurch Tramping Club). Include your name and the words "hut fees" in the
particulars/code/reference fields.  Phone Steve Bruerton  322-6196 for  booking and key
code; or if he’s away, Chris McGimpsey 027 6573070; or if they’re both away, Rex Vink
3525329. Hut fees are $15 member, $15 member's partner,  $25 non-member, $5 kids
under  12.  If  you  find  any  problems  or  maintenance  required,  please  contact  the  hut
convenor, Steve Bruerton.

Equipment Hire:  The Club has a range of
equipment  for  hire.  The  Gear  Custodian  is
Barney  Stephenson,  ph.  027  358  3281  .
Note:  club  gear  assigned  to  you  is  your
responsibility; please take care of it.  Please
put tents inside your pack. Tents attached to
the  outside  of  your  pack  can  be  easily
punctured when bush bashing or even lost.
This  may  result  in  serious damage to  your
bank account! Please air and dry tents after
taking  them on  a  trip  even  if  they  are  not
used,  and  report  any  damage  to  the  gear
custodian.

Rates for Gear Hire:

Tent $3/person/night

Ice axes, crampons $4 per item per
weekend

Harnesses, snow shovel $4 per weekend

Large/small weekend 
packs

$2 per weekend

Helmets Free

Personal locator beacons Free

Wednesday 26 August Club Night

Prospective & New Members’ Night: Are you new to tramping or have rarely tramped
before? Have you been following our adventures on our Facebook page and feel unsure
how to join in? Have you been on a trip or two but feel that there are things you’d like to
ask? Come along to our prospective and new members’ night where you can ask as
many  questions  as  you  like!  The  evening  will  cover:  An  overview  of  the  CTC,  its
committee, website and Facebook page; How to join the club; How to join trips and how
trips are graded; How to know that you’re ready to take the next step (your first hike or
moving up a grade); How to prepare for a day trip; How to prepare for an overnighter -
tenting and hut info; Club courses; What should be in your backpack for a variety of
conditions; Question Time! We look forward to seeing you there. 

Saturday 29 August 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Lorraine Poole 332 2864
candl.poole@gmail.com

Mt Oxford 1364m: Classic day trip from ChCh. The track goes up
through  beech  forest,  sub-alpine  scrub  and  tussock  tops.  With
great views of the Canterbury Plans and Lees Valley. Hopefully
there will be a little snow on the top. Moderate with height gain of
1043m.  Please Note:-leaving  8am sharp  at  Z  Station  Papanui.
Please arrive early.

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 27 Aug

Map:  

Approx: $10
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Weekend 29-30 August Leader: Monika Bratownik
MonikaBratownik@gmail.com 

Snow Skills  3:  Glacial  & Crevasse Rescue (run by  OENZ):
COURSE FOCUS: The focus of this course is glacial travel and
craves rescue and ropework COURSE LOCATION: This course is
delivered at Temple Basin, Arthurs Pass. We meet at the CTC club
hut in Arthurs pass Village at 7 PM on Friday, spend the weekend
up at  Temple Basin and finish back in Arthurs Pass Village on
Sunday afternoon. ACCOMMODATION: Friday night – CTC club
hut  (CTC hut  fees are not  included in  course)  Saturday night–
Temple  Basin  lodge  (included)  FOOD:  Friday  evening  –  Not
included (you can pick something up on the way or cook at the
CTC lodge in Arthurs Pass) Saturday - Breakfast -Bring your own
Lunch  –  Bring  your  own  Dinner  –  Provided  by  Temple  Basin
Lodge Sunday Breakfast- Provided by Temple Basin Lodge Lunch
– Bring your own Basic snow skills required. For more information,
or  to  register,  please  see  https://www.oenz.co.nz/courses/ctc-
alpine-course-custom-course-2-3/

Grade: Training

Closes: 20 Aug

Map:  

Approx: $499

Sunday 30 August 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Bryce Williamson 021-0232-
2310 bryce.williamson68@gmail.com

Mt  O’Malley:  Climb  Mt  Aicken  Track  to  Pt  1844m,  then  head
south over Pt 1768m to Mt O’Malley (1703m). We’ll visit the tarn at
the head of Graham Stream then contour back to Mt Aicken Track.
About 10km and 1300m ascent, with some scrambling. Snow gear
and appropriate skills will be necessary.

Grade: Moderate - 
possible 
snow skills

Closes: 27 Aug

Map: BV20 

Approx: $20

Sunday 30 August 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
tortistours@gmail.com

TORTIS Tour #34: A beginners guide to getting lost and what to
do about it, plus some general navigation & bushcraft skills. This
is a day of practical training to help prepare you for the day when
your planned day walk becomes a potential overnight sleep over.
Bring your normal day pack & gear, a good lunch and a sense of
humour – some pre-torn clothes may be usefull as the trip does
involve some bush bashing. Bring your GPS and/or compass if
you have one, but it is not essential because they will be provided
for the navigation part of the exercise. We will stop at Rangiora for
tea, Q&A session and a debrief on the way home, because the trip
lasts till until 5 - 6pm depending on your navigation skills. NB the
trip is normally limited to 4 x people at a time. 

Grade: Moderate - 
easy pace

Closes: 27 Aug

Map:  

Approx: $20
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Multi day trip 30-31 August 
Departure point: Z Papanui Sun 730am 

Leader: Michal Klajban 020 4196 3548
michal.klajban@gmail.com

Tramping  Mondays  #2:  Kirwans  Hut:  Leaving  on  Sunday
morning, we’ll drive to Capleston carpark (at Boatmans Rd end)
and  from there  we’ll  go  to  Kirwans  Hut.  Back  on  Monday  via
Waitahu River Valley which is quite a long way so we’ll be back in
Christchurch late Monday night. For more information about the
route, please check DOC website at https://tinyurl.com/kirwanshut
Please note that this is a Sunday & Monday ’weekend’ trip. The
grade is Moderate+ as the trip will likely require some tramping in
the dark and Sunday will be a long day. Please bring a headlamp
with spare batteries and a shelter in case the hut is full (unlikely on
Sunday but possible). The trip is happening only if the weather is
reasonably good on the West Coast.

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 20 Aug

Map: BS22 

Approx: Approx $40

Wednesday 2 September Club Night

The Great Unknown with a small amount of Hut Stuff : 

Special guest: Geoff Spearpoint – a well known name in outdoor life in this country
will introduce his new book. 

Geoff has been a contributing author for several books on back country huts and
is actively involved in hut restorations.
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Saturday 5 September 
Departure point: Z Russley

Leader: Warwick Dowling 021 35 4545
warwick.dowling@gmail.com

Gargarus:  Gargarus (1655m) is located just  east  of  the Upper
Glenthorne homestead, to the NE of Lake Coleridge. Height gain
around 1000m, & tramping distance around 10-12km, so at the
low end of  Moderate.  We plan to  park below Glenthorne,  then
head up to the Gargarus Saddle via the track, then head straight
up to the summit. If time and the group desire, we may extend the
trip to include the charming Lake Lillian - for those who wish to do
this part.  Bring your ice-axe and crampons. Not difficult  terrain.
Snow likely.  Great  views over  a  big  and interesting  landscape.
This  trip  might  wet  your  appetite  to  do  the  Rakaia  Spurs  -  a
famous club trip. Note:-departure time is 07:30.

Grade: Moderate 
(requires 
crampons, 
ice axe and 
helmet)

Closes: 3 Sep

Map: BW20 

Approx: $35

Weekend 5-6 September 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Bryce Williamson 021-0232-
2310 bryce.williamson68@gmail.com

Savannah Range excursion.:  This  trip  will  leave on Saturday
morning. From the Hawdon Shelter we will climb over Woolshed
Hill then head north to the tarn between Pts 1420 m and 1445 m.
On Sunday we will travel light, heading over Pts 1445 and 1520
m,  then  climb  to  the  Savannah  Range  proper.  Depending  on
conditions and gnarliness, I would like to press as far north along
the range as we can manage while allowing time to return, pick up
our  tents  and  bush-bash down (a  la  Chris  McGimpsey)  to  the
Hawdon River. All up, about 22 km of travel and 1700 m ascent.
Ice axes and crampons will very possibly be required and there
will  probably be some scrambling on day 2. Anyone who would
like  to  limit  themselves  to  camping  and  a  shorter  second  day
would also be welcome.

Grade: Moderate 
(snow skills 
may be 
required)

Closes: 27 Aug

Map: BV21 

Approx: $25

Weekend 5-6 September 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Eric Skea 

Snow 2 & 3 Refresher Weekend:  This is a chance to practise
and consolidate the skills you have learned from the professional
instructors. Depending on weather, conditions and the desires of
the group, activities might include a snow climb in Arthur’s Pass,
visiting a skifield to practise snow anchors and pitching, or visiting
a climbing crag to practise rope skills. First priority for spaces on
this trip goes to participants in this year’s or last year’s CTC Snow
2  and/or  Snow 3  courses.  (Anyone  else  with  appropriate  past
training and/or experience feel free to contact the trip leader to
express interest.) If Snow 3 gets postponed, then this trip will also
get postponed so that it’s the weekend after. If the weather is good
enough to go to Arthur’s Pass, we’ll  depart  Friday evening and
stay in the club hut.

Grade: Training

Closes: 27 Aug

Map: BV20 

Approx: $40 + hut 
fee
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Monday 7 September 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Michal Klajban 020 4196 3548
michal.klajban@gmail.com

Tramping Mondays #4: Mt Garfield: Mt Garfield is a 1676m high
top in Lewis Pass in Doubtful Range. We’re going to cross Boyle
River at Windy point and go up across pt 1261. Back via pt 1478.
There are some tarns on tops that we will explore. If the morale is
high and lack of snow would allow for easy travel, we can come
back across Mt Murray. Please bring a headlamp, an ice axe and
crampons. Note:-departure time is 7am!!

Grade: Moderate - 
requires 
crampons 
and ice axe

Closes: 3 Sep

Map: BU23 

Approx: $30

Wednesday 9 September Club Night

Photo competition: Tonight we’re judging member’s entries for the FMC Annual Photo
Competition. We’ll be choosing 2 entries from each category to represent the CTC. 

The FMC categories are: 

Above Bushline (with no human element); 

Above Bushline (with a human element); 

Below Bushline (with no human element); 

Below Bushline (with a human element); 

Historic (taken before January 1st 2016); 

Native Flora and Fauna and a new category 

Long Exposure. 

We also have a CTC category for Funniest Photo that is not part of the FMC competition.
There are lots of valuable prizes to be won so get your entries in before 6 September! 

Any queries please contact John Kerkhofs or Emma Rogers. 

Saturday 12 September 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Sumner/Godley Head/Taylors Mistake:  This trip in the eastern
section of the Port Hills will start just below the top of Evans Pass
Road and follow a track through Rapanui Bush. From there, we
can have a good tramp out to Godley Head and explore the gun
emplacements and old military buildings, before dropping down to
Boulder Bay for lunch. From there, on to Taylors Mistake where
we  join  the  Scarborough  Bluffs  Track,  taking  us  through  the
Scarborough Farm Park and back to Evans Pass Road. Round
trip around 15kms. 5 to 6 hours.

Grade: Easy+

Closes: 10 Sep

Map: BX24 

Approx: $5
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Weekend 12-13 September 
Departure point: Z Russley

Leader: Bill Johnson 

Snow Caves, Igloos and Winter Tenting Skills:  It’s not every
day you get to build your very own wondrous winter hideaway.
However, during this weekend you will have the chance to learn
how to  successfully  build  a  snow cave  and/or  igloo,  and  gain
some essential winter tenting skills. Our local expert, Bill Johnson,
and his not so expert offsider, Barry Watson will be leading this
course. Our aim is to go to Broken River Ski Field where we will
be provided with a hot dinner at night in the lodge, and breakfast
in  the  morning,  all  for  only  $35  p/p.  Come  prepared  with  two
sleeping mats to sleep on, warm clothes and a snow shovel if you
have one. Bring a good sturdy tent if you plan to sleep in this, or
you can stay the night in the igloo or snow cave you create. Bring
crampons, ice axe and helmet, or indicate if you want to hire them
($8 for  the weekend)  from the  Club.  Don’t  forget  to  bring  fairy
lights for the inside of your igloos. Note: this trip will  go ahead
regardless of the weather conditions. 

Grade: Training

Closes: 3 Sep

Map:  

Approx: Approx $60 
includes 
two meals 
and petrol

Multi day trip 13-14 September 
Departure point: Z Russley 7am

Leader: Michal Klajban 020 4196 3548
michal.klajban@gmail.com

Tramping  Mondays  #3:  Griffin  Creek  Hut  -  Rock  Creek
Bivouac:  Leaving on Sunday 7AM. We’ll  make our  way along
Harrington Creek to pt974 and drop down to Griffin Creek. Staying
at Griffin Creek Hut for a night. Return via Rocky Creek Bivouac.
The trip is happening only if the weather is reasonably good and
the snow line or river level are expected not to provide too big a
bite  to  chew.  It’ll  be  a  challenging  2  days  tramp  full  of
bushbashing,  route  finding,  muddy  tracks,  river  travell  and  hill
scramble. If it sounds like fun to you, you should come.

Grade: Moderate+

Closes: 3 Sep

Map: BV19 

Approx: Approx $30
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Sunday 20 September 
Departure  point:  Taylor’s  Mistake  Surf  Club
Carpark

Leader: Emma Rogers Michal Klajban
022 491 6625

emma@flightlesskiwis.com

Godley to Gebbies: No need to stray too far from home to walk
quite a distance. Your first Mistake will be starting at Taylor’s —
from there, an enjoyable womble out to Godley Head /  Awaroa
before doubling back and following the Crater Rim track (mostly)
as far as Gebbies Pass. A great trip to try your hand (feet?) at a
longer walk without the commitment. Phone your mum / partner /
dog / uber if you want to bail part way. We’ll figure out the best
way to car pool / shuffle closer to the time Somewhere from 1500
– 2000m cumulative height gain depending on how many of the
intervening  peaks  you  choose  to  summit.  Approximately  38km.
Note:-you will  be lucky enough to  enjoy  the  company of  2  trip
leaders today -  Emma Rogers (emma@flightlesskiwis.com) and
Michal  Klajban  (michal.klajban@gmail.com).  Note:-departure
place and time are different to the norm - Taylor’s Mistake Surf
Club Carpark. 7:30am departure. 

Grade: Moderate+

Closes: 17 Sep

Map: BX24 

Approx: $10

Saturday 26 September 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Curry  Track/Ellangowan Reserve/Takamatua  Valley:  The  trip
will start next to the Akaroa Heritage Park on Long Bay Road and
follow Curry Track through the Purple Peak/Curry Reserve, a mix
of regenerating bush and open grassland, up to Browntop Saddle
610m.  From  there,  along  a  section  of  the  Skyline  Ridge,  up
Brocheries Road to the Cabstand, Hickory Bay Road, and up to
Point 739 in the Ellangowan Reserve for lunch. Good views of
Hinewai  Reserve  and  Otanerito  Bay.  After  lunch,  explore  the
Ellangowan Reserve, a short  walk along the Summit Road and
then down to the Takamatua Valley via an old stock route (Old Le
Bons  Track).  Around  500m  height  gain  and  a  car  shuffle  is
required.

Grade: Easy/Mod

Closes: 24 Sep

Map: BY25 

Approx: $20
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Weekend 26-27 September 
Departure point: Z Russley

Leader: Bill Johnson 022 049 3453
bill@billjohnson.nz

Mueller Hut Weekend:  A trip to the popular Mueller Hut, in Mt
Cook National Park. Depart Fri evening for Mt Cook Village and
spend the night at one of the club lodges and head up to Mueller
Sat morning. Option to build snow shelters in the afternoon then
have a pot luck in Mueller Hut and warm up before spending the
night in our igloos / snow caves / the hut. As this trip is weather
and  avalanche  conditions  dependent,  the  trip  may
change/cancelled  as  a  result.  The  trip  leader  will  confirm  the
status of the trip closer to the time. Hut fees will  be less if you
sleep outside Mueller Hut on Sat night. 

Grade: Moderate 
(requires 
crampons, 
ice axe and 
helmet)

Closes: 17 Sep

Map:  

Approx: $60 fuel + 
$70 hut 
fees (for Fri 
& Sat 
nights) 

Sunday 27 September 
Departure point: Z Russley

Leader: David Sutton 0211808081
Davidlsutton@yahoo.co.uk

Hamilton Peak, Mt Wall: Park at the tractor shed on the Broken
River Ski  Field access road. Follow the track to Camp Saddle.
Climb Hamilton Peak and continue south along the Craigieburn
Range over Nervous Knob to Mt Wall. Descend to the tractor shed
via  the  patchy  scree  run  which  funnels  trampers  and  stones
through a small gap three quarters way down. Bring a helmet for
the scree run (I have a spare). Ice axe and probably crampons
needed (we’ll discuss closer to the time).

Grade: Moderate 
(requires 
crampons, 
ice axe and 
helmet)

Closes: 24 Sep

Map:  

Approx:

Sunday 27 September 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
tortistours@gmail.com

TORTIS Tour #35: A beginners guide to getting lost and what to
do about it, plus some general navigation & bushcraft skills. This
is a day of practical training to help prepare you for the day when
your planned day walk becomes a potential overnight sleep over.
Bring your normal day pack & gear, a good lunch and a sense of
humour – some pre-torn clothes may be usefull as the trip does
involve some bush bashing. Bring your GPS and/or compass if
you have one, but it is not essential because they will be provided
for the navigation part of the exercise. We will stop at Rangiora for
tea, Q&A session and a debrief on the way home, because the trip
lasts till until 5 - 6pm depending on your navigation skills. NB the
trip is normally limited to 4 x people at a time. 

Grade: Moderate - 
easy pace

Closes: 24 Sep

Map:  

Approx: $20
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Sunday 18 October 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
tortistours@gmail.com

TORTIS Tour #36: A beginners guide to getting lost and what to
do about it, plus some general navigation & bushcraft skills. This
is a day of practical training to help prepare you for the day when
your planned day walk becomes a potential overnight sleep over.
Bring your normal day pack & gear, a good lunch and a sense of
humour – some pre-torn clothes may be usefull as the trip does
involve some bush bashing. Bring your GPS and/or compass if
you have one, but it is not essential because they will be provided
for the navigation part of the exercise. We will stop at Rangiora for
tea, Q&A session and a debrief on the way home, because the trip
lasts till until 5 - 6pm depending on your navigation skills. NB the
trip is normally limited to 4 x people at a time. NB this wil be the
last TORTIS Tour for 2020.

Grade: Moderate - 
easy pace

Closes: 15 Oct

Map:  

Approx: $20

Long Weekend 23-26 October 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Bill Johnson 

Almer Hut via Helicopter:  Labour weekend above Franz Josef
Glacier. Travel to near Franz Fri evening, helicopter up to Almer
Hut on Sat morning. Organise trips from there or just hang out and
enjoy the view. Grade will range from easy (hang out at the hut,
glacier walking) to hard (climb one of the 2600m+ peaks nearby).
*Snow skills required* The $390 trip cost covers Fri night camping
at DOC Otto/MacDonalds campsite, return trip on the helicopter,
two nights  in  the  hut  and petrol  costs  for  vehicles.  There  is  a
tenting option which will  reduce this amount by $40. We will  fly
down Mon mid-day and should be back in ChCh around 530-6pm
that evening. In the past his trip has been frequently postponed by
West  Coast  weather.  Save  your  leave  time  as  I  am  going  to
reschedule it  for each following weekend until  we have a good
weather and can get up for at least 2 nights.

Grade: Moderate 
(requires 
snow skills)

Closes: 15 Oct

Map:  

Approx: Approx 
$390

Multi day trip 17-22 December 
Departure point: Contact Leader - might leave
later afternoon on the 16th

Leader: Lorraine Poole 332 2864
candl.poole@gmail.com

Pre-Christmas  Northern  Womble:  You’re  invited  to  a  pre-
Christmas  Northern  womble  from  Dec  17-22,  including  Moss
Pass, Blue Lake, Robert Ridge around the Nelson Lakes, all  in
huts. Or if we had enough people we could do a cross over as part
of the TA trail starting at Tennyson going onto Lake Constance and
finish in St Arnaud. Everyone will make there own payment in huts
and tents may have to be an option if huts are full. You will need
money for tea on the way up there and food coming back. Petrol
costs will probably be upwards of $70 give or take some. This trip
is totally weather dependent, and open to Club members. 

Grade: Moderate 
but at an 
easy pace

Closes: 10 Dec

Map:  

Approx: Approx $70
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Trip Reports

1-2 August 2020:Mt Fyffe (as a plan B)
Snow Caves, Igloos and Winter Tenting Skills – yep, it’s great fun. Build an igloo or a snow
cave, or pitch a tent on the snow. Walk down to the ski lodge for a magnificent dinner, then
walk back to whatever you created and sleep there. Back down to the lodge for breakfast.
This is a 5-star luxury weekend that is hard to beat. It’s also very hard to achieve. For the
second year running there was insufficient snow to build an igloo, and to make absolutely
certain  that  we couldn’t  go the weather  gods threw some bad weather  at  us as well.
Anybody would think we were trying to fly in to one of those glacier huts that have proved
so elusive for last few years.

As the weather was pretty bad everywhere except Kaikoura, that’s where we ended up. Mt
Fyffe, of all places – the very place that I rated badly a couple of years ago. Long boring
slog up a four wheel drive track, blah blah blah. But the alternative was sitting at home in
the lounge whingeing about the weather, so off we went.

One advantage of  Mt  Fyffe  is  that  it’s  north,  which  means going via  Amberley,  which
means stopping at the Paris bakery and Cafe. It would be a foolhardy trip leader who tried
to prevent us from stopping there for second breakfast or early morning tea. I deliberately
had a small breakfast so I could fit in another couple of courses of breakfast at the cafe,
and also bought a couple of baguettes for the next two days of lunches.

Having eaten our fill and stocked up our larders, we headed further north. The start of the
track is not well signposted from Kaikoura, and as I wasn’t driving I hadn’t plotted a route. I
asked the phone where Mt Fyffe carpark was, and was informed that it was south of the
Kowhai river. That’s interesting, the mountain is to the north. Let’s just do some driving and
see if we can pick up some landmarks. Sure enough, some familiar road names appeared,
and looking at the map we eventually found the car park, as did most of the other cars. But
where’s our leader? Well, that car followed the same Misdirection google had tried on us,
so it took then a bit longer to work out what had happened and get to the correct place.

Once we had the entire team assembled, there was the usual pre trip briefing, and off we
went up the 4wd track. It was a bit cloudy, but unlike my last trip here there were some
views of the mountains as we worked our way up. As it was my first overnight trip since
coming out of Covid lock-down, my legs struggled a bit to cope, even with the reduced
weight of only 20 kg. By the time we reached the hut I wasn’t really looking forward to
continuing  over  the  summit,  down  to  Kowhai  Pass  and  then  on  to  the  Kowhai  hut.
Camping on the summit was an option, so I filled up the extra water bottles to ensure that I
had an adequate supply when we got there. Fortunately most of the team were of the
opinion that since we could see the sunrise from the hut, there was no point in carrying the
full load another 500 vertical metres, so we set up camp by the hut.

With a practically empty pack I continued up to the summit, along with most of the team.
We were  rather  spread  out  as  we  trudged  through  the  snow which  was  only  a  few
centimetres deep, just enough to make walking a bit more difficult. Monika had the drone
in the air by the time I got up there, and there is some stunning footage on YouTube that
you should check out:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x0qTmwZMQGI&fbclid=IwAR0Vc3be8d8jT-
J5EdBFiRqKuk_9tRKY1akMkkr1ZT_EsatIsVZfLGo9i2U.
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Gradually most of the team arrived at the summit, and we stayed there until sunset and
then walked back to the camp as darkness fell.

We  formed  a  large  circle  and  prepared  dinner.  My  usual  three  course  dinner  was
supplemented by chocolate and Russian fudge that was passed around, and Bill had pre-
cooked some spare ribs that he passed around as a starter. OK, I was already halfway
through my main, but it’s not a fine dining experience. Bill the surpassed himself with a
super-sweet dessert with whipped cream topping and chocolate sprinkles. No wonder his
pack is always heavier than anybody else’s! But man oh man, when Bill leads a trip it’s a
gastronomic delight. Somebody had hauled a bluetooth speaker up the mountain, so we
had music as well, but the dancing never really got started, probably because so many
post-covid legs were sore from the day’s height gain.

Sunset over the Seaward Kaikouras

We woke to a pretty good morning, no dew on the tents but the muddy track was hard so
there must have been a frost. I saw some very nice sunrise photos posted on Facebook,
but I must have been packing up my tent when that happened because I didn’t really see
any of it, hence my rather lack-lustre photos of the morning. There was a brief discussion
about  the  return  route  that  had been started  the  previous evening,  the  options being
straight down to the cars and into town for a feed, or down the Spaniard Spur and out via
the Kowhai river. Three or four of us were keen on the 6 hour hard option, after all it’s
downhill all the way! Unfortunately it had to be arranged by car loads, and one tramper had
already started off down the hill, so it ended up being the easy route, so after an hour and
a quarter we were at the cars.

We got to Kaikoura much too early for lunch, so coffees and ice-creams it was. There was
a nice looking café offering Eggs Benedict at a reasonable price, and I thought I was going
to have another second breakfast, but alas, there was no seating. We found another little
place that we overwhelmed with the sudden influx of hungry trampers, but the two people
running  it  took  it  in  their  stride.  While  the  staff  were  feverishly  churning  out  coffees,
milkshakes, ice-creams and other treats for seventeen trampers, Barry collected the car
pool money and distributed it to the drivers. We also hatched another plan – we would
have lunch at the delightful Two Rivers café in Cheviot.
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The car I was in felt the need to divert into Kaikoura a bit to see the seafront and get a few
photos, so by the time we arrived at Cheviot the others had already discovered that every
café except the tea rooms was closed. I guess that’s the unfortunate legacy of the tourism
downturn, but they will probably re-open in spring, so all is not lost. We lunched on the
basic fare that was on offer and then made our way back to Christchurch, sad that there
had been no igloos, but glad that we’d had a pretty good trip anyway. Maybe next year
we’ll have better luck.

Trip statistics

Inbound

• Distance Walked: 12.1 km

• Min Elevation: 186 m

• Max Elevation: 1610 m

• Elevation gain: 1484 m

• Total moving time: 3h 35 m

Outbound

• Distance Walked: 5.4 km

• Total moving time: 1h 07 m

Participants:  Bill  Johnson,  Barry  Watson  (Leaders),  Allen  Lim,  Barney  Stephenson,
Chantal McCarthy, Chris Freear, Connor Watson, Evan Zhang, Julia Mishina, Jonathan
Carr,  Leah  Wilton,  Monika  Bratownik,  Murray  Gifford,  Saskia  Wohlgemuth,  Somdech
Ngarmkam, Sujin Lim, John Kerkhofs (scribe & photographer)

3 August 2020:Mt Somers Loop Track via Pinnacles Hut
As I don’t work Mondays, I decided to organize some Monday trips. The first one was to Mt
Somers with only one brave participant, Heidi. We started off at Sharplin Falls Reserve
and followed a well marked trail to the start of Mt Somers Summit Track. From there, a
steep section of  unstable rocks followed.  At  about  1400m we encountered knee deep
snow which was too soft for crampons so we continued with our boots on to the ridgeline.
At the ridge, more snow was encountered but was so soft that sometimes my whole leg
would disappear. Despite me going first and showing Heidi where all the crevices are, she
managed to find quite a few on her own.
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Heidi on Mt Somers

We had a decent break on the top. I presented my co-tramper with two options: going back
the same way in order to reach the car reasonably tired but before dark, or go via the
saddle between Pinnacles Hut and Woolshed Creek hut and to reach the car in the dark
and in a likely exhausted state. After a tiny bit of hesitation, Heidi opted in for the second
option. If we’d known that there was about 2 kms of deep snow ahead, we might have
chosen otherwise. Mt Somers is quite flat on the top and there was quite a bit of soft snow
which provided us with a lot of ’entertainment’. The travel was slow and exhausting. After a
couple of hours we finally started our descent to the saddle.

Once we reached the track,  we travelled fast  again.  We arrived at  Pinnacles Hut just
before dark and met a teenage girl from Dunedin who said she’d slept at Pinchgut Hut the
previous night - a pretty impressive job to walk out of Pinchgut Hut, drive 3 hours to Mt
Somers and walk up here! We left her at Pinnacles Hut and off we went back to Sharplin
Falls carpark. The last two hours of the tramp were with headlamps in complete darkness -
what a fun way to finish the first tramping Monday!

15.1 km, 1320m ascent, 9h20min

Party: Michal Klajban (leader, scribe, photos), Heidi Barlow

9 August 2020: Castle Hill Peak via Ghost Creek waterfall

Over the years, the CTC has ascended Castle Hill Peak (CHP) from many directions. In
recent times, routes from the northwest have been included in the repertoire:  over Mt
Plenty; and up Ghost Creek. In the case of latter we have followed the northern branch of
Ghost Creek before climbing up to the ridge between Pt 1531 m and CHP summit. The
reason why we haven’t used the southern branch is because it is blocked by a rather
substantial (c.a. 20 m) waterfall. However, it has occurred to some of us that it should be
possible  to  circumvent  the  waterfall  by climbing a bluff  slightly  downstream and to  its
(climber’s) right. The aim of this trip was to test that hypothesis.

− 14 −



Eighteen  people  signed  up  on  the  trip,  but  only  seventeen  got  started  since  Monika
managed to lock herself out of her house without her full complement of gear and/or car
keys – a mistake that I will do my best to remember for events later in the tramping year.

Nine of us departed from Carlton Corner at 8 am, meeting another seven at the Yaldhurst
Pub carpark and picking up Max at Sheffield. Following a brief stop at Springfield, we were
at Porter River Bridge about 9:30 am and on our way down the Porter River ten minutes
later. After another fifteen minutes and a kilometre of travel, we turned up Ghost Creek,
which we followed for three kilometres through a gorge, reaching the waterfall bang on 11
am. Vague perceptions about how the waterfall might be defeated were confirmed by the
presence of a broad ramp of scree just fifty metres downstream.

Max led the way up the scree to a low saddle and then started up a scruffy, narrow ridge of
crumbly greywacke (aka Weetbix). No-one felt particularly inclined to follow Max, so it was
good that Chris found a much more promising route up a stair-cased ramp with pretty solid
rock and lots of good handholds and footholds; even Max admitted it to being a better
route! Over half an hour, we scrambled up about 100 m with just a few stones set loose,
but (nearly) everyone helmeted. Initially it was a steep clamber, followed by a sidle around
to a broader shoulder from which we could have dropped down into the valley of the south
branch; however, it seems a shame to lose some of the height that we had worked so hard
to gain, so instead we persevered up the ridge in the direction of Mt Plenty.

After climbing steeply through a small stand of beech trees, we emerged into tussock just
before midday. I was near the back of the party and, not realising that many of the other
had gulped down their lunches, I had just a muesli bar and a hot drink from my thermos.
We had an excellent panoramic view of the rest of  our intended route,  and along the
valleys of both branches of Ghost Creek. When considering this route I had noticed a
white smudge in a Google Earth image that I suspected to indicate a second substantial
waterfall in the south branch – that supposition was confirmed from our view point.

Chris finds a route above the scree

We headed on for another 40 minutes, sidling slightly below and to the east of Mt Plenty
summit (1459 m) before regathering at a spot slightly sheltered from the light nor’ westerly
breeze. I took this to be the lunch stop, only to be told that most of the others had already
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eaten lunch. I gulped down half of my sandwich and a piece of fruit while most of the
others started to amble on up the long ridge towards Pt 1842 m. Chris had hurt his knee
on the way up the scramble and decided to head back over Mt Plenty and down a broader
ridge to the cars, taking the opportunity to kill some wilding pines on his way. Penny (who
was also eating her lunch) decided to join Chris.

About 80 m below the local summit on Pt 1842, I finally (and fleetingly) caught up with the
others who had stopped to don crampons having reached a continuum of icy snow. We
plodded on, skirting to the north of Pt 1842 m, then following the main ridge of the Torlesse
Range to CHP summit, nominally 1998 m, but probably close to 2000 m on this day given
that only the tip of the trig station was projecting above the snow.

I reached the summit at just before 3 pm, but guess that the faster ascenders had arrived
at least 15 minutes earlier. The 1300 m net ascent (closer to 1400 m total) had taken about
five hours and 20 minutes. In comparison, an ascent from Porters Pass would typically
have taken only about four hours, but with ~200 m less ascent and lacking the interesting
aspects of Ghost Creek and the scramble past the waterfall.

Those who had been waiting had formed a penguin huddle on the summit and were keen
to get away from the cold breeze; so we started off towards and over Pt 1941 without
delay as soon as the last of us had arrived.

In half an hour after leaving CHP summit we had descended 300 m and run out of good
snow so paused to remove our crampons and stow our ice axes before continuing on to
the top of the scree run to Ghost Creek. From the top of the scree we got a good view
across the deep valley to the ridge by which we had ascended – foreshortened by the
perspective, it looked incredibly steep, sharp and forbidding!

Castle Peak summit at 1998m

The frontrunners did not wait before hurtling off down the scree. The rest of us regrouped
at  the  top  –  but  didn’t  waste  any  time  while  descending.  According  to  my  GPS,  I
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descended 570 m over a horizontal kilometre in just 12 minutes of moving time. Some of
the others with younger and less-damaged knees would have been faster.

By 4:30 pm everyone had collected at the bottom of the scree, emptied stones from their
boots and (in some cases) had a drink from the creek. Fifty minutes later, after strolling
nearly three kilometres along the creek bed (and the shock of accidentally brushing my
trekking pole against the live wire of electric fence), we arrived back at the cars, still in
warm sun having hardly seen a cloud all day. Chris and Penny arrived only slightly before
us. Apparently they had found a warm, sheltered spot amongst the tussock on the slopes
of  Mt  Plenty  and  watched  our  progress  from  a  distance  up  to  the  point  where  we
descended the scree.

The day was completed with the requisite stop for burgers and beverages at Sheffield Pub.
Thanks to every one of the comradery and company – especially on the more-onerous
uphill bits. Special thanks to Chris, Andrew, Alan and David for driving.

15.3 km and 1450 m total ascent over 7 hours and 30 minutes. 17 participants: Debbie
Mann, Andrew Ecker, Byron Harvey, Xiaoqiu Jiang, Alan Ross, Emma Rogers, Bett Koch,
Colin Miller, Linda Lilburn, Richard Kimberley, Anthony Clark, Max De Lacy, David Sutton,
Jacqui O’Neill, Penny Coffey, Chris McGimpsey and Bryce Williamson.

--Uploaded by: Bryce Williamson on Tue Aug 11 2020

Route of Castle Hill Peak circuit

15 August 2020:Bealey Spur Hut Track

On my first CTC trip about 1.5 years ago there were around 12 trampers and I was quite
shocked to find such a big group! I hadn’t tramped in groups of more than 3 people before.
Well, in a year and half of being a member of the club I’ve grown to appreciate these
bigger groups. So far the biggest group I’ve experienced was on this trip to Bealey Spur
Hut where 28 people came to enjoy a beautiful day on the edge of Arthur’s Pass National
Park.

We started off at the carpark by Bealey Spur village. The track to the hut was quite muddy
but not enough to slow us down. We managed to reach the hut in about 2.5h which I think
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is pretty good considering that more than a third of the group were prospective members.
One such prospective member was Dan,  who was so keen on tramping that he even
joined another CTC trip the day after.

When we reached the hut, I distributed well-deserved cake as a sweet reward for those
who reached the top. While Chris was showing the insides of his backpack to the newbies,
a smallish group of trampers, including me, ventured up a bit further. This was organized
by Rose who led us to a small knob on the North-Eastern side of pt1545 where there were
to be the best views.

After a photo session, a few people went to the top of pt1545 and then we all came back
down to Bealey Spur Hut where Chris was about to finish his educational workshop. I only
hope that the folk who stayed behind at the hut didn’t get too annoyed at having to wait for
us for an hour. If so, please take this as an apology: ♥

On the way back, Rose showed us how to properly slide on frozen mud so as to not to
injure yourself. This was highly appreciated Rose, thanks. Back at the car-park we found
out that Louise was missing so Chris backtracked and found that she was having some
knee issues. She made it  down about 20 minutes later which gave the local sandflies
enough time to  have a reasonably  good feast  on  the  rest  of  us.  It  was also  a good
opportunity  for  Harish  to  explain  the  functionalities  of  his  GPS  which  were  rather
overwhelming  (thanks  though!).  We finished  at  Sheffield  Pub  where  some drinks  and
burgers were eaten.

On the way to Pt 1545
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Route of Bealey Spur walk

Oh, and Harish made a video:https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V9--Ie1VhE0

Details: 14.9 km, 890m ascent (including summitting pt1545), 6h20min

Present:  Michael  Newlove  (leader),  Michal  Klajban  (scribe  and  photos),  Rose  Laing,
Sheryle  Wootton,  Jan  Greaves,  Dan  Cords,  Karien  Orton,  Grace  Middleton,  Harish
Mandalika, Rowena Gleeson, Roxanne Brassington, Leah Wilton, Geoff Titmuss, Frank
Wang, Scarlett  Wang,  Helen Sutton,  Xinyi  Wu, Nathan Curtis,  Manpreet  (Mani)  Singh,
Harpreet  Kaur,  Jon  Fellows,  Lorraine  Poole,  Chris  McGimpsey,  Trudi  Cameron,  Jane
Meiforth,  Louise  Holder,  Kim  Swarbrick,  Shelly  Johnson,  Christine  Johnson,  Rachel
Brown, Adrian Harvey

--Uploaded by: Michal Klajban on Thu Aug 20 2020
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More about the CTC
CTC Overdue Trips: Members/family/partners or a nominated person concerned about a
trip being overdue should firstly discuss this with a Club Officer when they feel that the trip
is delayed. Club Officers know where to obtain copies of the Trip Lists containing the
names and addresses of the party members with their vehicle registration details etc. This
will greatly assist Police Search and Rescue. The Club Officer can then contact the Police
directly. Concerned people should keep trying different numbers until they actually contact
a Club Officer (do not leave messages).

We  recommend  you  start  with  the  Club  Captain,  then  the  Gear  Custodian,  then  the
Presidents, then the Trip Organisers, then people listed under Our Club Hut – if no contact
can  be  made  then  the  Police.  Refer  to  the  list  of  Club  Officers  below,  and  on
www.ctc.org.nz.  Members  (particularly  Trip  Leaders)  please discuss this  arrangement
with your loved ones so they are aware of this procedure. 

Club Officers

President: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070

Secretary: Monika Bratownik 021399750

Treasurer: Carol Horgan 027 212 7294

Club Captain: Bryce Williamson 021-0232-2310

New Members 
Rep:

Emma Rogers 022 491 6625

Day Trip 
Organiser:

Kelly Purdie 027 614 2255

Overnight Trip 
Organiser:

Barry Watson 021668895

Social 
Convenor:

John West 021 230 2536

Gear Custodian:
Barney 
Stephenson

027 358 3281

Editor: Peter Hinchey 0225948023

Hut Convenor: Steve Bruerton 322-6196

IT Convenor: Nick Edwards 0273656751

Access Officer: Ian Dunn 0212141907

Please have stuff for the next newsletter to the editor
(editor@ctc.org.nz) by 25 September 2020 – Thanks.

Searching the CTC website on Google. Type in the search field the name of a
thing that you want to find with quotation marks (to search the EXACT phrase), then add
site:ctc.org.nz

Omit the quotation marks if you don't want to search the exact phrase.

Example 1:

"Heaphy track" site:ctc.org.nz

to search for the exact phrase ‘Heaphy track’

Example 2:

Bealey site:ctc.org.nz

to search all pages with the word Bealey which would find any reference to a hut or track
or other.
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